Objective Autism spectrum disease (ASD) is not a common diagnosis for children presenting with neurodevelopmental delay before 36 months in Iran.
Introduction
Autism spectrum disorders (ASD) are a group of neurodevelopmental disorders characterized by impaired social interaction, disabled verbal and non-verbal communication and repetitive behavior (1) . These symptoms begin in infancy or early childhood and last for a lifelong (2) . Despite great efforts in improving knowledge and researching on this topic in developing countries, there is still a wide gap in many aspects, especially in knowledge and attitudes of different healthcare providers about ASD (3, 4) . Previous studies are suggestive beliefs either as "Agree", not Sure", or "Disagree".
In order to define these sixteen statements on attitudes toward autism, a version of autism survey (10) was used and then it was modified in focus group discussion including 10 experienced specialists in child neurology and child psychiatry.
The internal consistency of this questionnaire was assessed using Cronbach's alpha test and it was 0.8 which provided good reliability.
Categorical variables are expressed as percentages and frequencies and continuous variables are shown as mean ± standard deviation. Categorical and continuous variables were compared using the chi-squared test and the independent student t-test, respectively. All analyses were performed by the two-sided method using SPSS version 22 (Inc., Chicago, IL), and the P-value of <0.05 was set as statistically significant. However, generally 209 participants (98.6%) declared that they are familiar with autism. Among HCW participants, higher educational level was associated with higher disagreement about "autistic children is schizophrenic" (P=0.01). Moreover, current diagnostic guidelines are all based on researches conducted in developed countries (12, 13) . Given these differences, applicability of current guidelines and diagnostic tools should be tested across cultures and social classes of developing countries.
Results

Three
One of the hallmarks of ASD diagnosis is that symptoms initiate before 36 months of age.
However, in both groups of HCWs and pediatricians lower than 50% of participants considered this criterion to be necessary to diagnose the disease.
Parents of children with ASD had noticed that there might be "something wrong" with their children in age of fifteen to nineteen months old but as they referred to health professionals, they were reassured to have normal children (14, 15) . This is also the problem reported in a study from Pakistan (4) . In conclusion, the present study emphasizes on 
